
Boîte-en-Valise: Exchanges through 
performativity and practice
Nelly Haliti (Swiss) Juan Juarez (USA) Kypros Kyprianou (UK) Karin Lehmann (Swiss) Beat Lippert (Swiss) 
Stuart Nolan (UK) Matt Parsons (UK) Joanna Spitzner (USA) Sam Van Aken (USA)

6 & 7 May 2015 16.00h - 18.00h   8 May 2015 14.00h - 16.00h
Public event     Public event
Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi    Rio Terrá San Vio

Campo S. Agnese - Dorsoduro 810   Dorsoduro 453
Venezia      Venezia

10 May 2015 14.00 – 16.00h   11 May 2015 16.00 – 20.00h
Public event     Artists event
aspex      aspex

The Vulcan Building    The Vulcan Building
Gunwharf Quays     Gunwharf Quays
Portsmouth PO1 3BF     Portsmouth PO1 3BF

Nine artists have been invited to contribute to an international project, developing networks and forums for 
collaboration for contemporary arts practitioners in the south of England, New York state and Switzerland through 
the international art hub of the Venice Biennale. Each is making and/or adapting new and/or existing work for 
[YHUZWVY[�PU�H�UVYTHS�ZPaLK�Z\P[JHZL��[V�IL�[YHUZWVY[LK�HZ�S\NNHNL�VU�H�UVYTHS�ÅPNO[�[YHPU�I\Z�QV\YUL`�HUK�[HRLU�
MYVT�[OL�Z\P[JHZL�MVY�WYLZLU[H[PVU�^P[OV\[�HU`�Ä_PUN�[V�^HSSZ��ÅVVYZ�HUK�VY�JLPSPUNZ�VM�[OL�]LU\LZ��;OPZ�)Vz[L�LU�=HSPZL�
approach encourages transportability of practice, the nurturing of collaboration and the cross fertilisation of artistic 
practice. 

The nine artists bring together works including sculpture, performance, video, data, radio and sound as well as 
interventions and conversations. Visitors to the preview week of the Venice Biennale are invited to join the artists at 
the times and venues outlined above. Subsequent events featuring all of the artists and their work at Aspex Gallery in 
Portsmouth brings the project to audiences and artists in the UK. 

A partnership between curator Mark Segal, Aspex and the University of Syracuse. Funded by the National Lottery 
through Arts Council England, the Swiss Arts Council, Pro Helvetia and Syracuse University.

www.aspex.org.uk/boite-en-valise

Contact in UK  Mark Segal on +44 (0)7976 267978 or mark.segal@mac.com

Contact in USA  Stephanie James on +1 315 443 3012 or sljames@syr.edu

http://www.aspex.org.uk/boite-en-valise/
mailto:mark.segal%40mac.com?subject=
mailto:sljames%40syr.edu?subject=


Editors Notes

Nelly Haliti was born in Switzerland in 1987 and lives and works in Geneva. Trained as a painter in Peter Roesch’s and 
Caroline Bachmann’s atelier, she achieved a master in contemporary practice in the University of Art and Design of 
.LUL]H�PU�������/LY�^VYR�MVJ\ZLZ�VU�[OL�TPZL�LU�ZJuUL�VM�[OL�WHPU[PUN�I`�[OL�JYLH[PVU�VM�ÄJ[P]L�ZWHJLZ�H[�[OL�LKNL�
VM�H�Z[HNL�HUK�H�WHPU[LY»Z�^VYRZOVW��:OL�PZ�\ZPUN�HU�HIZ[YHJ[�SHUN\HNL�LSHIVYH[LK�MYVT�ÄN\YH[P]L�Z\IQLJ[Z��0UJS\KPUN�
installation, performance and photography in her practice, she recently started to work with video. Her artistic practice 
is deeply inspired by her theoretical interest for art history and curating questions. Nelly Haliti has exhibited in institutions 
and art spaces such as Fri-Art (Fribourg), Corner College (Zurich), Centre d’art contemporain (Geneva) and Musée Rath 
(Geneva). She participated in international projects such as Eco Echo Écho in Ecuador and Peru, curated by Harm Lux. 
www.nellyhaliti.ch

Juan Juarez’s creative practice can be described according to the role played by the artist in its production, which is 
[OH[�VM�HYJOP]PZ[�HUK�[YHUZSH[VY���9LZLHYJO�PZ�JVUJLYULK�^P[O�WYL�KPNLZ[LK�PTHNLZ��ZWLJPÄJHSS`�WOV[V�IHZLK�PTHNLY`�VU�
[OL�0U[LYUL[���1\HYLa»Z�^VYR�LUNHNLZ�PU�L_[YHJ[PUN�HUK�\UWHJRPUN�[OLZL�PUKP]PK\HS�WVPU[Z�VM�YLMLYLUJL�L_WVZPUN�[OLT�
MVY�L]LY`VUL�[V�ZLL��1\HYLa�SVJHSPaLZ�OPZ�JYLH[P]L�WYHJ[PJL�HZ�PU[LYTLKPH[PVU�IL[^LLU�^OH[�[OL�WOV[VNYHWO�PUOLYLU[S`�
JVTT\UPJH[LZ�HUK�H�UL^�JVU[L_[�[V�WSHJL�P[�PU���1\HYLa�KVLZ�UV[�LTWSV`�H�ZPUN\SHY�TVKL�VM�[YHUZSH[PVU���0[�PU]VS]LZ�
photography, collage, image hacking, video, and digital mediation in broad terms.  The type of image and context of 
[OL�WYVQLJ[�KL[LYTPULZ�[OL�TL[OVK���1\HU�1\HYLa�OHZ�L_OPIP[LK�PU�PUZ[P[\[PVUZ�HUK�T\ZL\TZ�Z\JO�HZ�[OL�4PS^H\RLL�(Y[�
4\ZL\T��4PS^H\RLL���-\Y[OLYÄLSK�.HSSLY`��3VUKVU���3VZ�(UNLSLZ�*LU[LY�MVY�+PNP[HS�(Y[��3VZ�(UNLSLZ���,]LYZVU�4\ZL\T�VM�
(Y[��:`YHJ\ZL���;OL�2PUZL`�0UZ[P[\[L��)SVVTPUN[VU���.HSSLY`�����H[�<UP]LYZP[`�VM�0SSPUVPZ�*OPJHNV��*OPJHNV���HUK�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�
=PZ\HS�(Y[Z��4PS^H\RLL����1\HU�1\HYLa�PZ�J\YYLU[S`�HU�HZZVJPH[L�WYVMLZZVY�H[�:`YHJ\ZL�<UP]LYZP[`»Z�:JOVVS�VM�(Y[��
www.juanjuarezart.com/home.html

Kypros Kyprianou�PZ�HU�HY[PZ[�HUK�ÄST�THRLY�^OVZL�^VYR�PZ�HU�H[[LTW[�[V�KPZLU[HUNSL�ZJPLU[PÄJ��WVSP[PJHS�HUK�J\S[\YHS�
constructs. The outcomes of his mostly collaborative practice vary in form, often combining installations, video, 
W\ISPJH[PVUZ��NYHWOPJ�KLZPNU��WLYMVYTHUJL�HUK�ZP[L�ZWLJPÄJ�PU[LY]LU[PVU��9LJLU[�^VYR�\ZLZ�T\UKHUL�TH[LYPHSZ�[V�L]VRL�
militarizied forms - a refuse skip as a tank, plumbing pipe as a hoky submarine periscope. Solo shows include ‘The 
Castle’ an intervention in an open hardware store (Folkestone Fringe), the time travel murder mystery ‘The Allenheads 
-PUKPUNZ»���(*(��5VY[O\TILYSHUK��HUK�[OL�ZJP�Ä�MVYJL�ÄLSK�PUZWPYLK�º;OL�0U]PZPISL�-VYJL�-PLSK�,_WLYPTLU[Z»��(Y[Z^H �̀�<2��
0*(��3VUKVU��4VW7YVQLJ[Z��:`KUL �̀��.YV\W�L_OPIP[PVUZ�PUJS\KL�-PN\YPUN�3HUKZJHWLZ��;H[L�4VKLYU�
�[V\YPUN�<2�HUK�
Australia, Art Platform LA (Armory/Paul Young Projects), Los Angeles. His collaborative feature-documentary ‘Mirage Men’ 
^HZ�WYLTPLYLK�H[�:OLѝLSK�+VJ-LZ[�PU������HUK�OHZ�YLJLU[S`�ILLU�YLSLHZLK�VU�5L[ÅP_��<:���;OL�JV�KPYLJ[LK�MLH[\YL�SLUN[O�
KVJ�ÄJ[PVU�º7H[OZ�;OYV\NO�<[VWPHZ»�OHZ�ILLU�ZJYLLULK�H[�[OL�>OP[LJOHWLS�.HSSLY �̀�3VUKVU��4\ZL\V��K»HY[L�4VKLYUH�KP�
Bologna, RCA, London and Survival Kit Festival, Umeå. www.electronicsunset.org/node/243

0U�OLY�HY[PZ[PJ�^VYR�Karin Lehmann starts with everyday materials such as plaster, glass, clay, polystyrene or metal. 
Technically adept, her experiments with these raw materials lead her to discover unfamiliar or unusual manifestations that 
she then develops into autonomous works. Her focus is on the work process and the search for performative material, 
X\HSP[PLZ�^OPJO�WSH`�H�THQVY�YVSL�PU�KLÄUPUN�[OL�ZOHWL�VM�OLY�VIQLJ[Z��ZJ\SW[\YLZ�HUK�PUZ[HSSH[PVUZ��3LOTHUU�JVTWSL[LK�OLY�
Masters at Berne University of the Arts in 2012, since then she has been exhibiting extensively in Switzerland including 
shows at Centre Pasquart Biel and Aargauer Kunsthaus Aarau. Various shows abroad including the Dallas Biennale in 
2014. A solo exhibition at Seventeen Gallery, London will take place from 30 April - 30 May 2015. 
www.karinlehmann.ch

Beat Lippert Born in Lausanne in 1977, having studied sculpture (Alanus Hochschule für Kunst und Gesellschaft in Bonn, 
Germany 1997-2001), archaeology and the visual arts (University of Art and Design, HEAD-Geneva 2003 -2007), Beat 
3PWWLY[�JVTIPULZ�PU�OPZ�^VYRZ��TVZ[S`�JVUJLW[\HS��[OLZL�[OYLL�HYLHZ��0U�ZL]LYHS�^VYRZ��OL�HWWYVWYPH[LZ�TV[PMZ�VM�HUJPLU[�
Z[H[\HY �̀�MVY�L_HTWSL�I`�[YH]LSSPUN�[OYV\NO�0[HS`�^P[O�H�*VYPU[OPHU�JVS\TU�[V^LK�I`�IPJ`JSL��������VY�Z\I[S`�HS[LYPUN�[OL�
famous Boy with Thorn in Spinario (2009). Price Mobiliar Young Swiss art awards, Basel 07, Berthoud Scholarship Fund 
2008 and the price of the Gertrude Hirzel Foundation, 2009. His work has been exhibited in various institutions such 
as the Kunstmuseum Zurich MAMCO Geneva Gallery Contemporary Art Centre of Noisy-le-Sec, the Contemporary Art 
*LU[YL�PU�=PSUP\Z�VY�H[�7HZX\HY[�JLU[LY�H[�[OL�NYV\W�L_OPIP[PVU�0U[LYUH[PVUHS�LU[P[SLK�(YROHPVSVNPH��/L�SP]LZ�HUK�^VYRZ�PU�
Geneva and Zurich. 
http://beat-lippert.ch

http://www.nellyhaliti.ch
http://www.juanjuarezart.com/home.html
http://www.electronicsunset.org/node/243
http://www.karinlehmann.ch
http://beat-lippert.ch


Start Nolan�PZ�HU�,_WLYPTLU[HS�4HNPJPHU��/PZ�4PUKYLHKPUN�9VIV[PJZ���0KLV)PYK�HUK�6\PQH)PYK���KL]LSVWLK�HZ�4HNPJPHU�
in Residence at Pervasive Media Studio and The University of Bristol were featured in the BBC Click Christmas Special, 
;OL�.\HYKPHU��HUK�<:�>PYLK»Z�*VUULJ[P]P[`������/L�PZ�J\YYLU[S`�KL]LSVWPUN�-VY[\UL�;LSSPUN�9VIV[PJZ�HZ�WHY[�VM�[OL�)LPUN�
There project (being-there.org). A former NESTA Fellow in Applied Magic with a background in cell biology and experience 
design, his performances combine traditional disciplines of deception - conjuring, psychological illusion, memory feats, 
hypnosis, sideshow tradition - with bespoke technology and original research into how we are deceived by language, 
physical gesture, and technology. He once deceived over 700 organisations just to prove a point. 
www.hexinduction.com

Matt Parsons works in a variety of media, often using video in conjunction with model making, installation, drawings 
and text. Material gathered from interviews, from the internet, and from popular/folk culture is contrasted with his own 
YLZWVUZLZ�HUK�YLJVUZ[Y\J[LK�[V�ÄUK�H�WVPU[�H[�^OPJO�KVJ\TLU[HY`�HUK�ÄJ[PVU�PU[LYZLJ[��4H[[»Z�^VYR�PZ�VM[LU�WYVK\JLK�
in collaboration. This is something he tries to foreground, so as to critique the ethical complications inherent in the artist/
subject relationship. http://mattparsons.org

Joanna Spitzner is an artist whose recent work seeks to make direct connections between everyday experiences and 
SHYNLY�ZVJPHS�PZZ\LZ��0[�VM[LU�[HRLZ�[OL�MVYT�VM�L_WLYPTLU[HS�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ�HZ�HY[^VYRZ��PUJS\KPUN�;OL�(Y[�:JOVVS�PU�[OL�(Y[�
:JOVVS��;OL�1VHUUH�:WP[aULY�-V\UKH[PVU��0UJ���;OL�<UPVU�VM�<UKLYJV]LY�(Y[PZ[Z��;OL�MVYTZ�OLY�^VYR�[HRLZ�HYL�[LTWVYHS"�
employing performances, exchanges, discussions, video, audio, and documentation. She has been has involved in 
several collaborative projects including Exit Review and Press Corps at Static Gallery in Liverpool, UK and The Open City 
>VYRZOVW�HUK�;OL�.YLH[�*LU[YHS�+LWV[�^P[O�:WLJ[YLZ�VM�3PILY[`�PU�\WZ[H[L�5L^�@VYR��:OL�PZ�J\YYLU[S`�H�TLTILY�VM�[OL�
feminist band Malvinas. http://www.everydayarchive.org

Sam Van Aken’s art combines sophisticated technology with traditional modes of art-making.  Van Aken’s projects 
JYVZZ�IV\UKHYPLZ�IL[^LLU�HY[PZ[PJ�NLUYLZ��PUJS\KPUN�WLYMVYTHUJL��PUZ[HSSH[PVU��]PKLV��WOV[VNYHWO �̀�HUK�ZJ\SW[\YL���>P[O�
each body of work, he selects practices and new perspectives that provide a kinesthetic perception of objects and a 
visceral charge. Born in Reading Pennsylvania, Sam Van Aken received his undergraduate education in Communication 
;OLVY`�HUK�(Y[��0TTLKPH[LS`�MVSSV^PUN�OPZ�Z[\KPLZ�OL�SP]LK�HUK�^VYRLK�PU�7VSHUK�\UKLY�[OL�H\ZWPJLZ�VM�[OL�(UK`�>HYOVS�
-V\UKH[PVU�HUK�[OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ�0UMVYTH[PVU�(NLUJ �̀�9L[\YUPUN�HM[LY�ZL]LYHS�`LHYZ�PU�,\YVWL��=HU�(RLU�YLJLP]LK�OPZ�
MFA from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2001.  Since this time his work has been exhibited nationally 
HUK�PU[LYUH[PVUHSS`�YLJLP]PUN�U\TLYV\Z�OVUVYZ�PUJS\KPUN�H�1VHU�4P[JOLSS�(^HYK��(ZZVJPH[PVU�VM�0U[LYUH[PVUHS�*\YH[VY»Z�VM�
Art Award and a 2009 Creative Capital Grant.  Sam Van Aken is currently an Associate Professor in the Art Department at 
Syracuse University. www.samvanaken.com

School of Art, College of Visual and Performing Arts - Syracuse University – New York State, US The School of 
Art provides the expertise of a dynamic faculty along with extensive studio facilities, museum collections, and global 
connections so that our students have the skills and conceptual foundation for a successful career. Our programs 
JOHSSLUNL�Z[\KLU[Z�[V�KL]LSVW�H�KPZJPWSPULK�WYHJ[PJL�IV[O�[LJOUPJHSS`�HUK�JYP[PJHSS �̀�>L�HYL�JVTTP[[LK�[V�[OL�LK\JH[PVU�VM�
J\S[\YHS�SLHKLYZ�^OV�^PSS�LUNHNL�HUK�PUZWPYL�H\KPLUJLZ�[OYV\NO�WLYMVYTHUJL��]PZ\HS�HY[��HUK�ZJOVSHYZOPW��>L�WYV]PKL�[OL�
tools for self-discovery and risk-taking in an environment that thrives on critical thought and action. 
Learn more at vpa.syr.edu/art 

aspex has a 34-year track record of supporting emerging artists and engaging audiences, through the delivery of a 
WYVNYHTTL�VM�L_OPIP[PVUZ��Vќ�ZP[L�WYVQLJ[Z�HUK�WHY[PJPWH[VY`�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ��:PUJL�YLSVJH[PUN�[V�[OL�^H[LYMYVU[�H[�.\U^OHYM�
8\H`Z�PU�7VY[ZTV\[O�PU�������[OL�NHSSLY`�OHZ�MVJ\ZLK�VU�H\KPLUJL�KL]LSVWTLU[��HUK�PU�WHY[PJ\SHY�ÄUKPUN�^H`Z�[V�
meaningfully engage its visitors by facilitating connections with artists and revealing the creative process. A charity and 
company limited by guarantee, Aspex is a National Portfolio Organisation of Arts Council England and is supported by 
Portsmouth City Council. www.aspex.org.uk

http://www.hexinduction.com
http://mattparsons.org
http://www.everydayarchive.org
http://www.samvanaken.com
http://vpa.syr.edu/art
http://www.aspex.org.uk

